
May @ Work

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

May @ Work < May@PromoteMontana.com>
Saturday, March 17,2018 9:32 PM

'Daniel.Miller@mt.gov'
We met at the Jan Law and Justice Mtg

Hello,
Its taken me so long to contact you because we thought we had a solution to the issue of Lavohn Ellsworth DOC lDf
2067187 .

She was seen by the BOPP last tues but rejected because she didn't have the 120 facility clear conduct because she has

not been in the facility 120 days.

So let me start at the beginning. Ms Ellsworth is on her last DOC commitment and is totally discharged in lan 2018. She
was sentenced on this revocation in Feb 2017 and was supposed to go to Riverside treatment center. lnstead OOC sent
her to passages and then she was overridden to the prison. All of this has taken a yr.

DOC has never presented her for her treatment and everytime she asked passages about it, she was told "we decided
where you go". This is systemic in the system and men and women's facilities and assessment centers ALWAYS override
a district court iudges orders.

she was told because she didn't have a correct assessment but she did. She had done it herself at BENEFIS in great falls
but DOC wouldn't accept it. Repetition in the system is also systemic. At each stop, they redo every assessment you
have already had because the last one was right or good enough. This repetition cost the system millions.

Her family and boyfriend has tried repeatedly to get the prosecutor, her defender to do somethint and they are
silent. As ltold you in Jan, once you are sentenced you are cut off from all legal representation but each part ofthe
system is in control and violate not only the judges court order but your constitutional rights as well.

So Jon Jon as we call her went to the BOPP and was denied because she didn't have 120 clear conduct. But statue
doesn't say anything about a 120 days. The facilities try to force you to sign a waiver and she refused. So MWP sent her
to the board with no prep and actually refused to prep any paperwork or reports. She was denied.

At first Scot Cruze was kinda amazed she was denied then said he would send her again in April and now is denying that
and will send her in May well after her 120 conduct marker which is not in align with statute.

lf you read statue it clearly says you can go to the board 50 days prior to your eligible date. But the faciliqy's won't let
you go til after your 120 clear conduct. That is 2 different markers. And are actually years apart.

Becruse of the jail backlogs, and it can take over 7 to 8 months out of county jails. I have watched 3 names at the butte
iail this past week and they finally moved from jail to passages and MwP. One of them is a PREA victim of the former
chaplain and I worry about MUCH MORE the trauma that prison will cause her. BUT back to the point

Jon is 3 yrs on a Doc and has 10 months left. According to statute she was eligible at % her time. But has never been
presented. She also has not been presented for court ordered treatment. And she has no legal assistance to maintain
even the court order the judge issued.

Pardon me but I am kinda tired this sat night getting ready for a overnite trip to billings. Please contact me if you have
any questions. Thank you



May Simmons

610 Main Street
Polson, Mt 59850

March 14, 2018

Law and Justice Committee
for the March 2018 Meeting

Subj: Prison lssues Board and the lnmate Welfare Fund

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee,

This letter addresses the matter of the Prison lssues Board. I will also make the jump to the lnmate
Welfare Fund or lWF, as it's often a topic for the Prison lssues Board.

I willSive you a simplified version of what I understand the history of IWF is and how the money is

generated. I believe the committee has had some correspondence with hmate Robert Rose at MSP.

Robert filed suit on matters relating to the IWF and a settlement was reached, resulting in a large chunk

of money being returned to the fund. As I recall it was either S250k or $350k.

As I have stated previously to the committee, this fund has just under S1M as a running average

balance. The money is generated by the profits from the canteen sales and funds support payroll for
canteen personal. There is some statue requiring the canteen system to be self-sufficient and fund its
own civilian employees. As wellas fundin8 its own payroll, lwF is used to various anmate items such as

bus fare, recreational equipment and other inmate needs.

Flowing into the Prison lssue Board, this is where items of interest relating to canteen and the IWF fund
are discussed. The board was created in 1999, to round table issues among facilities. That most ofthat
board is open to the public except the security section which is understandable. The minutes of the
meetin8s are recorded at the web link httos://co r. mt.pov/Ad u ltlP riso n lssues Boa rd.

The concerns I have is there is no true inmate representation on this board. DOC can do what it wants
with the canteen profits maintained in that fund. There is no oversite by any other governing body
including the inmates, who Benerate the money in this account! The fencing around the garden at the
Women's Prison was paid for out of this fund. I don't know if that was legal.

I have the highest regard for Gayle Butler, but she is only one member of this board. lt was this board in
September 2017 which authorized the increased dose of over the counter Tylenol and ibuprofen to be
made available on canteen. I testified at the September Shelby meeting my concern this medication
would be discontinued as a medication prescribed by the facility doctor and I was right.

I recognized this as a cost savings measure immediatelyl lam an old government bean counter, a

retired GS13. I have managed larger budgets than the entire allotment for the Department of
Corrections has over multiple years. lnmates living on less than S20 dollars a month are now having to
Bet this on canteen! lnmate arewardsofthe state and thiscomesdown to qualityofcare.

About 5 or 7 years ago, prison wages were changed, and inmates were cheated out of a decent prison

wage. Although any prison wage is cheap by comparison, but this was even worse. Women working in
the dish pit often qualifo for indigentl How is this possible?
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There is also a rumor started by staff at Shelby Prison, the IWF fund is paying for staff to have bottled
water and the special water filters needed for medical. They are necessary because the water at Shelby
has gone brown and yucky again. This is an on-going problem with this facility. Supposedly the facility
has internal water filters designed to operate the entire water system. lt seems to be failing.

Whether this is a lie started by staff just to stir up inmate resentment, I do not know. However, it would
be very possible and extremely easy for the facility to misuse the IWF fund to pay for just these type of
staff expenses Eiven the lack of oversite and equal worse any accountability over this fund by leaving it
total,y under DOC jurisdiction. I believe it should be turned over to an independent auditor and a yearly
account should be prepared for this committee.

Sincerely,

May Simmons

Director, A New Hope Center Montana

Copy: Director Michael, Department of Corrections via email
President, Montana Board of Pardon and parole via email
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May Simmons

610 Main Street

Polson, Mt 59860

March 14, 2018

Law and Justice Committee
for the March 2018 Meeting

Sub.l: Prison lssues Board and the lnmate Welfare Fund

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee,

This letter addresses the matter of the Prison lssues Board. I will also make the jump to the lnmate

Welfare Fund or lWF, as it's often a topic for the Prison lssues Board.

I will give you a simplified version of what I understand the history of IWF is and how the money is

generated. I belleve the committee has had some correspondence with lnmate Robert Rose at MSP.

Robert filed suit on matters relating to the IWF and a settlement was reached, resulting in a large chunk

of money being returned to the fund. As I recall it was either S250k or S350k.

As I have stated previously to the committee, this fund has just under S1M as a running average

balance. The money is generated by the profits from the canteen sales and funds support payroll for

canteen personal. There is some statue requiring the canteen system to be self-sufficient and fund its

own civilian employees. As well as funding its own payroll, IWF i5 used to various inmate items such as

bus fare, recreational equipment and other inmate needs.

Flowlng into the Prison lssue Board, this is where items of interest relating to canteen and the IWF fund

are discussed. The board was created in 1999, to round table issues among facilities. That most of that

board is open to the public except the security section which is understandable. The minutes of the

meetings are recorded at the web link https://cor.mt.PovlAdult/PrisonlssuesBoard.

The concerns I have is there is no true inmate representation on this board. DOC can do what it wants

with the canteen profrts maintained in that fund. There is no oversite by any other Soverning body

including the inmates, who generate the money in this account! The fencing around the garden at the

Women's Prison was paid for out of this fund. I don't know if that was legal.

I have the highest regard for Gayle Butler, but she is only one member of this board. lt was this board in

September 2017 which authorized the increased dose of over the counter Tylenol and ibuprofen to be

made available on canteen. ltestified at the September Shelby meeting my concern this medication

would be discontinued as a medication prescribed by the facility doctor and I was riBht.

I recognized this as a cost savings measure immediately! I am an old government bean counter, a

retired GS13. I have managed larger budgets than the entire allotment for the Department of

Corrections has over multiple years. lnmates living on less than S20 dollars a month are now having to
get this on canteen! lnmate are wards of the State and this comes down to quality of care.

About 6 or 7 years ago, prison wages were changed, and inmates were cheated out of a decent prison

wage. Although any prison wage is cheap by comparison, but this was even worse. Women workin8 in

the dish pit often qualify for indigent! How is this possible?
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There is also a rumor started by staff at Shelby Prison, the lwF fund is paying for staff to have bottled
water and the special water filters needed for medical. They are necessary b€cause the water at Shelby
has gone brown and yucky again. This is an on-going problem with this facility. Supposedly the facility
has internal water filters designed to operate the entire water system. lt seems to be failing.

Whether this is a lie started by staff just to stir up inmate resentment, I do not know. However, it would
be very possible and extremely easy for the facility to misuse the IWF fund to pay forjust these type of
staff expenses given the lack of oversite and equal worse any accountability over this fund by leaving it
totally under DOC jurisdiction. I believe it should be turned over to an independent auditor and a yearly
account should be prepared for this committee.

Sincerely,

May Simmons

Director, A New Hope Center Montana

Copy: Director Michael, Department of Corrections via email
President, Montana Board of Pardon and parole via email
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May Simmons

610 Main Street
Polson, Mt 59860

March 15, 2018

law and.,ustice Committee
for the March 2018 Meeting

Subj: Does DOC Bill Medicaid for lnmate Care?

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee,

This letter addresses the matter of if DOC is billin8 Medicaid for inmate medical care.

lnmates receive the barest of care. I can document cases of inmates telling medical they are ill and denied

treatment. ln the past, nurses have performed out of the scope of their state license, and under Warden Jo Acton

made medical diagnosis. This is not something a nurse should be doing. But where oOC is concerned, it's ok. One

former nurse and client director would deny inmates treatment and say, 'drink more wate/.

The medical drug formulary is specific in what is allowed and not allowed. lt limits Doctors and prevents them
from practicin8 medicine. Under formulary, a medication need only be minimally effective by less than 70% to be

considered effective.

fu you know, inmates have been dmied over the counter medications, since the prison issues board in September.

This aSain is a problem because inmates don't have an unlimited source of income to pay for their own treatment.

However, if DOC is billing Medicaid for inmatet I believe a this should raise a quality of care issue. ln my case this

was Medicaid fraud because I had my own medical insurance and accordinS to the rules it should have been used

first.

I found notations in the Mt Supreme Court Appeal 0A-13{687 Vainio vs. State of Montana. On page 3 there are

several notions where it seems clear Medicaid is being used to pay lnmate eye exams at the men's facility in Deer

Lodge.

I wonder how this comes toBether? Or maybe it doesn't come together. In the cases of where inmates have been

d€nied medical care and been gravely injured or died after release, is not ok. ln cases where inmates have been
iniured medically because staff didn't tive a damn, like in Ms Donna Morgan's case is not ok. You had her personal

account in your book for the January meeting. She has never been made whole nor has DOC taken any personal
accountability for what it did to her. She was not sentenced to death by her jud8e, but DOC certainly gave her
that.

What do we do? I don't know yet. But it must be put on the table for examination but the committee at some
point.

Sincerely,

May Simmons

Director, A New Hope Center Montana

Copy: Director Michael, Departmmt of Corrections via email
President, Montana Board of Pardon and Parole via email
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Tony Peterson
607 7th Avenue East
Polsoq Momana 59860
anthonypeterson@ student. skc. edu

(406) 883-osl9

Honorablg lohn Tester
United Stares Senate

8 Third Street Ea$

Kalispell, MT. 59901

Dear Senator Teste(,

I have been fortunate to be an alumni, and qrrrent stude at Salish Kootenai College (SKC)- I
have an associale's degree as a srb$ance abuse cornselor. I am in the social work program, and

I am purnring my bachelor degree in that program ornently at SKC. I am very concerned about

homeless veterans in our sate. I am a fellow veterarl and additional means, and caring for
housing veterans that have become homeless often due to no farh oftheir own is an epidonic
challenge in Montana.

I see that you have advocated for vderans trcre so than any Senaors since I could legally vote

for past 30 years. House Bill 104, The Helpless Veteri t Act of 2017 has gred iilentiorr, hrt
ultimately fatls shon in addressing the contimring issres of honreless vet€rans in our vast slate.

The bill mostly addresses finarrial aid opporarnities for veterans with families, ve{s'an studeffs,

ard tax incenlives for landlords that house v€terans atrd their families. The bill specifically in

sections (,t-6) lists a grant program for veterans with speciat needs, trefinent for seriously

mentally ill and housing assistaoce for homeless veterans. Additionally, the bill calls for an

Mvisory Committee on Homeless Veterans. An idea to advise the committee on homeless

veterans would be this; could we mt iflplemeff progams to place intems using srch gafi(sP

The largest homeless veterans in 2015-16 consisted of387o Vietnam era vet€rans, followed
clo*ly by 25Yo of p€acetime vet€rans, which include National Guar4 and Reserve veterans. I
once was a homeless peacetime v€teratr, and a single fuher, so I know firshand of the
implications being in that predicament.

I applard you for helping the stare in 2015 to receive $6 million from SSVF grant in 2015. Aft€r
icerviewirg tlre curretrt state adjunct for DAV recently, tre indicared that the money was well
spent. Because Montana is a vastly spafse statg and we have a large veteran population

compared to our *ate populatiorq the issres of stafting veteran centers, nd anlixing aging
volunteers seems to be the challenges here in our state.

Montana has tkee higlrer education institutions that produce the highest graduares the human

services occupation. Salish Kodenai College is the hi gtwt * 59/o, The University of Moftana
is u 48yo, ardBlackfoot Communiry College is at llo/o. With srch high gradnrc zuccess rdes
in these programg why is so diftiqrh to plac€ interns in agencies, or facilities. This would



address the iszue of staff shortages, and allow intems to gei their lrours rhrt th€y need from tb
stde. Additionally, grant money corld be wisely spent in buying buildings, reoovate thon to
opefl more veteran centers in regional areas. The majority ofthe veteran centers are in our larger

cities througfiout Montana. Another idea would be to open more halfi*,ay houses in Montana, as
you know there are huge waiting lists, with limited bed space in the current facilities Allow
paid interns to be placed in these cemers and facilitiee wlrcre staf8ng is a concern.

H.& I04 has some really key ideas working for it, but firture gnrr money could be better
utilized in various ways to help homeless veterans in Montana.

Sincerely,

i;//,* /</e4&7 r'1J
Artiony Pet€rson



May @ Work

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello,

May @ Work < May@PromoteMontana.com>
Saturday, March 17, 2018 9:32 PM

'Daniel.Miller@mt.gov'

We met at the Jan Law and Justice Mtg

Its taken me so long to contact you because we thought we had a solution to the issue of Lavohn Ellsworth DOC lD#

2061187.

She was seen by the BOPP last tues but rejected because she didn't have the 120 facility clear conduct because she has

not been in the facility 120 days.

So let me start at the beginning. Ms Ellsworth is on her last DOC commitment and is totally discharged in Jan 2018. She

was sentenced on this revocation in Feb 2017 and was supposed to go to Riverside treatment center. lnstead DOC sent

her to passages and then she was overridden to the prison. All of this has taken a yr.

DOC has never presented her for her treatment and everytime she asked passages about it, she was told "we decided

where you go". This is systemic in the system and men and women's facilities and assessment centers ALWAYS override

a district court judges orders.

She was told because she didn't have a correct assessment but she did. She had done it herself at BENEFIS in Sreat falls

but OOC wouldn't accept it. Repetition in the system is also systemic. At each stop, they redo every assessment you

have already had because the last one was right or good enough. This repetition cost the system millions.

Her family and boyfriend has tried repeatedly to get the prosecutor, her defender to do something and they are

silent. As ltold you in Jan, once you are sentenced you are cut offfrom all legal representation but each part ofthe
system is in control and violate not only the judges court order but your constitutional rights as well.

So Jon Jon as we call her went to the BOPP and was denied because she didn't have 120 clear conduct. But statue

doesn't say anything about a 120 days. The facilities try to force you to sign a waiver and she refused. So MWP sent her

to the board with no prep and actually refused to prep any paperwork or reports. She was denied.

At first Scot Cruze was kinda amazed she was denied then said he would send her again in April and now is denying that
and will send her in May well after her 120 conduct marker which is not in align with statute.

lf you read statue it clearly says you can go to the board 60 days prior to your eligible date. But the facilitry's won't let
you 80 til after your 120 clear conduct. That is 2 different markers. And are actually years apart.

Because of the jail backlogs, and it can take over 7 to 8 months out of county jails. I have watched 3 names at the butte
jail this past week and they finally moved from jail to passages and MWP. One of them is a PREA victim of the former
chaplain and I worry about MUCH MORE the trauma that prison will cause her. BUT back to the point

Jon is 3 yrs on a DOC and has 10 months left. According to statute she was eligible at % her time. 8ut has never been
presented. she also has not been presented for court ordered treatment. And she has no legal assistance to maintain

even the court order the judge issued.

Pardon me but I am kinda tired this sat night getting ready for a overnite trip to billings. Please contact me if you have

any questions. Thank you


